
Depot Tree-Lighting 
ceremony honors Taylor’s 
president and � rst lady
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President Eugene Habecker and First 
Lady Marylou Habecker will light the 
Christmas tree at the Upland Depot 
Tree-Lighting ceremony on Sunday 
at 5 p.m. 

Along with the tree-lighting and a San-
ta Claus appearance for kids, the night 
includes free hot cocoa, cider and hol-
iday desserts provided by The Bridge, 
said Warren Ross, Upland town coun-
cil member. The ceremony also features 
Taylor’s Night Lights quartet and Big Al 
and the Jungle Cats, according to Music 
Department Chair Al Harrison.

Town Council Vice President Chip 
Jaggers said each year the council se-
lects honorary tree-lighters who have 
in� uenced the community of Upland. 

This year the council chose the 
Habeckers. 

“They have been a wonderful force 
for good in (relations) between the 
university and town of Upland,” Jag-
gers said. 

The Habeckers said they are 
honored to have been offered 
this opportunity.

“I’ve never been (asked) to light 
a tree before. It’s a first,” Mary-
lou said. “Really when you look at 
who does that kind of stu� , like the 
White House, or at any other special 

community . . . that’s a really special 
honor. We don’t take it lightly, we’re 
very humbled by it and surprised.”

Jaggers is grateful for the contri-
butions the Habeckers have made 
to Upland. Under Habecker’s leader-
ship, Taylor has assisted with the Up-
land Strategic Master Plan, provided 
equipment, shared land and o� ered 
help through Community Plunge, ac-
cording to Jaggers. 

Habecker said it is necessary for a place 
like Upland to create traditions that set 
the town apart from other communities. 

“It’s easy for a small town to get lost 
in the traditions of other communi-
ties, and because of that reality, peo-
ple tend to overlook the small town 
and go elsewhere,” Habecker said. 

Jaggers said that the tree lighting 
ceremony is intended to be a tradi-
tion that allows Upland to stand its 
ground among larger cities. 

According to Jaggers, the � rst tree 
lighting was put on by Our Town Up-
land 23 years ago, in anticipation of 
the historic train depot returning to 
town. That year, 150 people showed 
up to celebrate, according to Ross. 

“(We thought) let’s give our town 
a sense of place, a feeling of ‘down-
town’ and help our town celebrate 
Christmas,” Jaggers said. “It’s a 
source of pride.”

From the beginning, Jaggers want-
ed the tree lighting to be an event 
that carried from one generation 
to the next. Jaggers said so far that 
has been the case; parents who grew 
up attending the festivities are now 

bringing their own children. 
The � rst lady said it is important 

for the community to continue grow-
ing, even as Upland continues to up-
hold its traditions. 

“It’s not just for the past, it’s not just 
for the present, but it’s for future gen-
erations that come to live in the area 
as more development happens,” Ma-
rylou said. “We need each other. We 
need a strong community, and they 
need our strength as well.”

She said that the communi-
ty continues to stand behind Tay-
lor students.

Support between Taylor and the 
community goes two ways. Accord-
ing to Marylou, both have something 
to contribute.

“(Taylor is an) intentional com-
munity, which we all know,” Marylou 
said. “But it’s intentional to live in Up-
land as well.”

Habecker said he has seen much 
growth in Upland since his and Ma-
rylou’s time as Taylor students in 1964, 
with the addition of several commu-
nity services and businesses. 

“We’re very positive about the town 
of Upland’s future. We’ll celebrate 

with great delight and . . . some sense 
of pride,” Habecker said. 

Jaggers hopes that students will 
attend the tree lighting to celebrate 
with the town. 

He is expecting the biggest turn-
out in the event’s history, due to an 
increase in promotion of the event, 
and the participation of Taylor’s mu-
sical groups, along with The Bridge’s 
catering contributions. 

“Warren and I believe this has the 
potential to be the best Christmas 
tree lighting ever,” Jaggers said. 
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9,600 square-foot space 
to be razed in the spring
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Factory. Car dealership. Gas station. 
Electronics manufacturer. Taylor now 

is in possession of a building that was 
reportedly all these things. And it’s 
about to change hands again.

In June 2013, Taylor University pur-
chased the dilapidated building that 
sits at 38 N. Main Street in Upland. 
The University planned to bulldoze 
the building and donate the land to 
the town, but some complications 

have prolonged the process. Town 
council members don’t have a de� -
nite plan for the land’s use, and Up-
land residents aren’t sure what 
exactly the building was used for in 
the � rst place.

Taylor University purchased the 
9,600 square foot building for $38,000. 
This year Taylor received a notice of 

civil zoning violation from Grant 
County that stated the building was 
unsafe for habitation and must be ei-
ther � xed or bulldozed.

There is a large hole in the ceiling 
where a heating and cooling unit sup-
posedly fell from a taller neighboring 
building and through the roof, ac-
cording to Vice President of Finance 
Stephen Olson. 

“It’s not like the roof is leaking; the 
roof is missing,” he said. “I was out 
there once in the winter time and 
there was snow in the building.”

Olson had hoped that within four 
to six months after the purchase, the 
land would be cleared and ready for 
development. However, the building 
shares a common wall with its neigh-
boring building. To destroy one would 
mean damaging the other. Two years 
later, the building still stands. 

Taylor has made a formal proposal 
to donate the building, and at its Nov. 
10 meeting, the town council voted to 
accept it. Now the two parties’ attor-
neys have to � nalize the details.

John Bonham, Town Council presi-
dent, said demolition should start in 
the spring and the council plans to 
work with interested parties about 
developing the vacant site. Bon-
ham said the town was very appre-
ciative of Taylor’s partnership with 
the community.

Taylor sophomore Patrick Linehan 
doesn’t think purchasing the Upland 
building was a good idea. 

“It seems really frustrating to me,” 
he said. “If it’s not something that Tay-
lor students are directly involved in, 
then I don’t think a sum of that much 
(money) is fair.” 

However, Linehan said he under-
stood purchases where the university 
gave � nancial assistance to projects 
like a playground that Taylor students 
could help build.

In the long run, Olson believes 
purchasing the building is in the 
best interest of Taylor students. Ol-
son’s hope is that Upland will sell 
or give the land to a new business, 
contributing to Upland’s efforts to 
revitalize downtown. Further eco-
nomic development may pay off by 
attracting faculty to Taylor. 

“I believe a lot of potential employ-
ees, faculty and sta�  are accustomed 
to a lot of the amenities that cities and 
suburbs have to o� er—that Upland 
in general just doesn’t have to o� er 
(yet),” Olson said.

Olson said the building may have 
been recently used by a factory, and 
Upland residents have varying theo-
ries about what the building was used 
for in the past. An Upland resident en-
tering the next-door bar said it was 
a car dealership in the ’60s. Upland 
citizen Martha Weiner said it was a 
chain gas station in the ’40s through 
the ’60s. 

Lifelong resident Gary Felton said 
his mother worked in the building 
making modems for space shuttles as 
part of an electronics factory in the 
late ’50s and ’60s. Felton said it was 
a furniture factory in the early ’50s 
and a tavern in the ’40s. It’s possible 
the building was home to any or all of 
these entities. 

Upland library employee Aubrey 
Wickham said, “Things change all 
the time.”
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“It’s not like the roof is leaking; the roof is missing. 
I was out there once in the winter time and there 
was snow in the building.”

Taylor donates building to town

Habeckers will � ip the switch to the Upland tree for their last Christmas at Taylor.

The building at 38 N. Main Street has seen many owners, but it will soon be bulldozed.
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For the add, we’re thinking the following:
 
Looking for an internship in…
Accounting
Biblical Studies
Christian Education
Communications
Counseling
Development
Dramatic/Theatre Arts
Elementary Education
Film and Media Production
Journalism/Media Writing
Public Health
Social Work
Sociology
TESOL
Worship Arts
Youth Ministry
 
Yeah, we’ve got that.
Learn more about our Summer and Ministry Internship Programs at gracechurch.us/ccl.
Applications due by January 19th, 2016.
 
(insert provided logo with “at Grace Church in Noblesville, IN” underneath logo)
 
 
Like I said, we understand we’re coming in very late to the process so I’ll leave it up to your graphic designer to make it 
work and look good.  Our main points of emphasis are: 1) wanting students to know our internship program exists  2) 
wanting students to know we have a variety of internship possibilities 3) where they can �nd more information (i.e. the 
website).

Sound alright?  I’m sending four versions of the logo.  Two will be in this email and I’ll send another with the second set.

Habeckers bring light to Upland

Taylor donates building to town


